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Why 
collecting 
data on 
migrants 
through 
surveys?

More in-depth information 
that what can be collected 
through census or 
administrative sources

Can collect information 
about the migrant prior to 
migration

In-depth characteristics of 
the person/household



Type of 
surveys 

Inclusion in multi-purpose (integrated) surveys
such as surveys on labour market, income & 
expenditure, health, living conditions, other 
social topics or multi-purposes 

Surveys specifically developed to focus on 
migrants – specialised migration surveys

Key issues: cost, sampling frame and how 
much information is needed (policy concerns) 



Specialised 
migration 

surveys 

• Most suitable to inform about the migratory histories 
(the why, when and how of migration), the complete 
profiles, ways of life, attitudes as well as future the plans 
of individuals and households, i.e. the causes, modalities 
and impact of migration.

• Flexible, may focus on specific components or aspects of 
migration such as the immigration of foreigners or 
selected groups of them into the country, the emigration 
of nationals abroad, the return migration or the intention 
of people towards emigrating abroad, separately or at 
same time. 

• Generally also focus on ‘control groups’ (e.g., non-
migrants, non-migrant households).



Standard 
questions on 
international 

migrants



Sampling issues – sampling 

• What is the size of the sample, and its geographic distribution? (ideally 
a large general sample) 

• What is the prevalence and distribution of migrants in the country? 

• Sampling frame

• Stratify areas of a country according to prevalence of migrants

• Last stage (EA), listing households (with or without migrants), 
oversample households with migrants




